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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year priorto the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Forston 
(USPN 6457772). 

Regarding claim 1, Forston discloses an accessory support (10) for positioning 
on the backs (16) of a pair of side-by-side chairs (14) as seen in Figure 1. The chairs 
have chair back brackets (18) located along sides of the chair backs that are attached to 
a standard (12) when the chairs are side-by-side as seen in Figure 1. The accessory 
support (10) comprises a housing (20) having receptacles (32, 52) for receiving 
accessories as seen in Figure 1 . A substantially vertical bracket wall (34) extends from 
the accessory support for placement between a pair of chair backs for securing to the 
chair back brackets as seen in Figure 1 and 4. 

Regarding claim 2, end supports (44) protrude from the accessory support 
housing to engage the surfaces of the chair backs as seen in Figures 1 and 5. The end 
supports are spaced laterally from and on opposite sides of the vertical bracket wall (34) 
as seen in Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 3, a flange (46) is located on the accessory support housing at 
an upper side extending toward the chair back and having an edge (46) contoured to 
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conform to chair back contours when mounted on side by side chair backs as seen in 
Figure 2 and 4. 

Regarding claim 4, the end supports (44) comprise a separate end support 
member (50), having generally vertical walls inclined at a perpendicular angle toward 
the accessory support from a bottom plane, at each end of the accessory support 
housing as seen in Figure 5. The vertical walls (50) are used to engage the chair backs, 
which are inclined rearwardly and upwardly, while maintaining an upper surface of the 
accessory support generally horizontal as seen in Figures 4 and 5. 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, the receptacles (32, 52) can receive books, pencils, 
communion cups, and memo pads. 

Regarding claim 7, the accessory support housing comprises a main section (20) 
protruding outwardly from chair backs on which the accessory support housing is 
mounted as seen in Figure 1 . A wall (50) on the side of the main section is spaced from 
the chair backs as seen in Figure 5. The ends (46) having rounded corner walls joining 
end walls of the main section (50) as seen in Figure 3, and ears (46) protruding from 
end walls of the main section to define the outer lateral side edges of the main section 
as seen in Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 8, a holder (10) that can be used for books, pads, pens, pencils 
and the like is attachable at the backs of a pair of side- by-side chairs (14) as seen in 
Figure 1 The chair has side brackets (1 8) for attachment to a standard (12) having a 
support wall as seen in Figure 1 . The holder has a racket wall (50) that extends 
outwardly from the holder in the midportion of the chair for placement between the 
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brackets of the chair backs and the standard as seen in Figures 1 and 5. The holder 
extends laterally of the bracket wall to engage the surfaces of the two adjacent chair 
backs when the bracket wall is positioned on the support wall as seen in Figures 1 and 
5. 

Regarding claim 9, a flange (44) is located on the holder at an upper side and 
having an edge (46) that is contoured to fit into a concave recess formed by adjacent 
chair backs as seen in Figures 4 and 5. 

Regarding claim 10, a pair of end supports (56, 58) are located on opposite ends 
of the holder comprising a separate end support member at each end of the accessory 
support as seen in Figure 3. The end support members having generally vertical walls 
(68) that can be inclined perpendicularly from a maximum width adjacent a lower edge 
to a minimum width adjacent a top of the holder. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art 
with respect to accessory supports for chair backs: USPN 5628103, USPN 951 134, 
USPN 5709429, USPN 5421638, USPN 6607241, USPN 6260811, USPN 5713628, 
USPN 4767131, and USPN 3254931. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephanie Harris whose telephone number is 703-305- 
1838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9am to 3pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pete Cuomo, can be reached on (703) 308-0827. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

SNH 

April 3, 2004 



Stephanie Harris 

Examiner 
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